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SUNITINAMJOSHI : A GLOCAL FACE OF INDIAK ENGLISH POETRY

" Dr. Jyoli Rane Mukund S. Bhandars
Professor & Hol), English A Professor £ BoD Englsh,
.I’mlap College, Amalner, Dist. Jalgaon, M 5 G Collepe, Malegaon Camyp,
[M.S.] India [1.S.] Indiz

Abstract :

Globalization becomes a key factor among all which hastened postmodernism in Indiz
Globalization affects deeply the minds of the select poet living in the globalized conditionz. ¥ iz
internationalization which brings out global themes in local writing such as themes of clienation,
loss of moral values, tradition versus modernity and lock of human values. Lierature of

* postmodern times reflects the increased flow of people from one country 10 the other. It deals with
the issues such as hybridity, loss of identity, migrancy, multi-culturalism and disappearance of i
rigid national identities. As a result of this expatriate and Diasporic authors pained popularizy.
Suniti Namjoshi, belongs to the Diaspora. The postmodern issues in Thelr dyje&rd @uisass
surface in the works of Namjoshi. The present research paper aitempis 10 probe the selert words
of Suniti Namjoshi and to trace the Diasporic-postmodern elemerits emerging from her Doy,
Her, More Poems, has certain characteristics. Her Muse starts 10 change the e from dEazpoTic

to postmodernist. Nostalgia and the feeling of exparriation consigrily hcumis *he 1y oTic

R

authors.

Key Words : Globalization, postmodernism, internationalization, alhiznztion, moliclimz] global
citizen, nostalgia, intergenerational, conflicts, expainate, immuigrant. Third World, postmodsrn
sensibility, schizuphrenic, psyche(split), personalities, (mental) illness. anti-canomod]

Introduction :

Post Independence Indian English Poetry is experimentzl. The postmodern poets hzve
been experimenting with ctyle, form and expression. The postmodem postry or New poszy In
English shows dynamic voice, new spirit and energy. It brings out newsr ¥isions of r=zfiny woh
impulses from the Occident such as experimentalism, sarrealism, positvism, new homeamism
imagism, new astheticism and neorealism. The New Indian English Po=try also voicss mﬁj
poets of diasporas and vents out their sense of alienation, double home sitwetions, wpromadnzss

v .

and impact of non-Indian culture. Sunifi Namjoshis poetry reflects the reperomsions of S
diasporas.
Globalization : A Postmodern Phenomenon

Globalization becomes a key factor among ali wiich hasiensd postmodernism i lnds
is necessary to gauge the nature of Globalization since the concerped poct 1 lisine s globzlized
conditions which affect her deeply. It is intemationalization which trinss ou gL;}ha} mm n
local writing such as themes of alienation. loss of moral values, tradition versas modermity and

lack of human values. Due to globalization there 15 interdependence «f economac and Culturs!
activities. In the globalized conditions a person living on one side of the world cam imeras 10

mutual benefil, with somebody on other side of the would Glohalization amplifics wofdduads

e

‘social-relations. Sociologists, Marntin Albrow and Elizabeth King. rishils sum up. Gio

as:

il
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DL e T All i | ' '
s ; those processes by which the people of the world are incorporated into a
§ single world society.” . ’
This r ¢ i i i
e emark shows that literature of postmodern times reflects the increased flow of
le fro i ' ic. ident:
[ ' [ m one coyntry to the other. It deals with the issucs such as hybricity, loss of identity,
migran i- i i igi [ identiti '
[g cy, multi-culttralism and disappearance of rigid national identities. As a result of this
C . . . M i
ultural [?racuccs merge together. Globalization affects metropolises and turns them cosmopolitan
and multicultural.

i
i

e

N o T S

Suniti Namjoshi: A Diasporic Author
The poet in the present research work, Suniti Namjoshi, belongs to the Diaspora. 2
Diaspora is definitely a postmodern product. It literally means a ‘Scattering’. The diasporic author g

e word, expatriate, focuses Or the native land while
rant. Expatriate author

immigrant

can be the ex-patriot or immigrant. Th
‘immigrant’ implies the country into which one has entgred as an immig
lives on -his/her ex-status which is related to his native country. On the contrary,

author celebrates his/her present status in the host country. Suniti Namjoshi belongs to the latter

1)

category. i i :
Being an offspring of postmodern conditions diasporic literature reflects the themes of

postmodern conditions such as issues related to younger generation, inter-generational relations,
complexities of inter-cultural / inter-racial relationships and Global multiculturalism. Besides
Suniti Namjoshi, a few diasporic authors include, Bharati Mukherjee, Chitra Bannerjee, Jhumpa .

Lahiri, Amitav Ghosh, Arun Joshi etc.

The present research paper attempts to probe th
trace the Diasporic-postmodern elements coming out from her poetry:

Let us begin with her early selected poems which appeared in the three volumes, Poents
(1967), Cyclone in Pakistan (1971) and More Poems (1971). Some of the poems in these early

rticularly from More Poems, reflect her postmodern sensibility. These early poems

anthologies, pa ‘
set the tone of her philosophic speculations. Her first collection, Poems, contains twenty four

poems. They reveal her personal feelings and dissatisfaction towards the world. The poet here
impatiently seeks certain change in the order. Flawed, Apology, Disturbance, The Lessons, €tc.
are some of the poems which bring out the absurd conditions of life as well as her personal
k experiences. This early poetical work of the poet has ‘economy of words’. Her Indian sensibility

such as, In English. Here she presents ‘cultural dilemmas.” An Indian poet
art and creates a

¢ select works of Suniti Namjoshi and to

DLV et ek

|
|
t
t
|
|

is reflected in the poem
writing in English, naturally presents images of attar, silk, cock or bullock-c

sense of surprise amongst the Western readers. She writes,

Oriental Princess,
How can [ make these foreigners understand you are my mother? (Poems)

Her, More Poems, has certain characteristics. She introduces unimal characters such as

e —————— T P A T A S B e R TR

SR R S S

‘blue donkeys' and ‘one eyed monkeys.’ She seemed to be engrossed with the idea of the
f mythical world depicted in the stories of the past. Most importantly some of the poems bring out
Bl il her diasporic status in Canada. The poet, except from ‘More Poems’ rarely depicts her immugrant
a L ]i\1ing. The prominent themes of diasporic living and the expatriate poct’s fear of living amongst :
‘ ciiianaldthe! alicns emerge. This volume moves around the subject of diasporic phenomena. The most :
BE e acute experience among all is the experience of alienation. Experiencing the woes of living in an
ﬁ ieneinaalien Jand and loss of identity, the poet writes, i T

Rt oo e : e

- You take off your clothes, :
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of acquisition. A : .
mftnt?mcd cm;:;: g:;:z;h;z;j:; ::;:tﬂg ;0 th'c latter f‘ccling’. Suniti N amj()shi"thr()ugh above
Het pocm: Sick i S[/’an:gg o $ t, c'mal :md‘mbulatrcms of her V{oc:strlckcrx psyche.

i St ks it s Wllr‘}. ngfuly brings out hcr (mental) sickness due to the
sebizoptinents teadtis b to— bﬁh,i\c ¢ C‘ljn wqutmns. Thc’ condltmns' 'ﬁnnlly sow the ’gc:‘rrls 'of
e st st i eotsat C 2}'v ‘va§ if hévmg tw? (split) personalities. Her connections 'u{xth

is consolidated with this schizophrenic frame of mind. According to some critics,
the postrrfadem artist who is experiencing (mental) iliness which affects his behaviour, thinking
and emotion,shows these symptoms. The postmodem artist is a schizophrenic after all!

Conclusion :
: The present research paper attempts to bring out the changed face of Indian English Poetry
in the the select works of Suniti Namjoshi who is coming out as a representative Diasporic

author. She continues to write poems. Her collection Sycorax has recently been published. In
nged sensibility. The poems cited above certainly

author. She remains a constant experimenter who

herself has written master narratives. Prose and verse lose their distinction in her work. She denies
the textual authority (of writer). From my reading of the cited poems above I figured out that
Namjoshi’s work reflects Diasporic angst. Her recent work is certainly Jocated within the context
of postmodernism which is transgressing norms of societal and literary conventions. Her dialogic
and conversational text where 2 reader is iuvited as a co-author is a very innovative idea indeed!
Her postmodern sensibility comes out witn force in her weaving intricate network of inter-texts
out of various myths and fables. These postmodern techniques are revealed in her work. She has
taken male (patriarchal) authority to task by converting old myths and offers new modes of
perception. Her works have immence potentiality of research.

short, her work is still in progress with the cha
“ ; i show the poet as an anti-canonical, postmodemn
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