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R Koo

since 19808, He giv
touches various parts of postmodern life.
his hometown of Banaras/ Varanast reved
postmodern sensibility. Hi
¢, His sensuous poems prove 10
. He faces reality in the vein ¢
m socio-political condition.

concerned with
cultural condisi

posimodern cor
of this deplorable postmode
the politicians push the
on the contemporary infected
liions affect his sensibility which v
o5, hollowness, meaninglessnass and abs
e of spirituality resulted into a melanc
attitude  towards  life. The postmodern i
5. The study of Singh's poetry has reveal!

commentary
postmodern con
conditions st
negativity. The «
towards sheer ne

contemporary condition

pative

Singh (b 1930) has beet
decorum and adds special effects in

o8 up the

conditions have created inner

provides him relief from the anxie
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Indian sensibility, Nationalism,
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[ntroduction :
Change is

Since its inception ndi
ndian English pociry was started w
~ensibility, at the beginning, was moving ou b
Later o, in late sixties, it acquited the
v+ Occidental. Now the postmodern conditions have altered the Indian sensibility

way of living.
much late than t
cenletely and ¢

v
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nation into the quagmire. Hen

Uniresearch - 1 oational Multidiseiphinar P Reseaels Yonmal ISSN 2321-49. % i

' ' (Online) 3
_ Vol.9  Issue. ¢ UGCApproved ListNo. 63005 Impact Factor - ! ) | October - 2017 |
Rellection of Postmodern 1 ibility in (he Poctry of RK.Singh
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: el '\ulh w”\, - A.',L output, such as, My Silence (198350, Mer
Inmemoricd (1988) Flight of Phoeniv (1990, Music Must Sound (1990 1 Do Not Qued
(1994). My~ il and Other Selected Poems: 1974-1994 (1996). Above the Earth’s (i
(1997) and Every Siene Drop Pebbic ( (AR

Mirza ete. He iy g strong p

These verse volumes carn hine a perpetual plad
among the celebrated poets. He gives ups the decorum (thyme o rhythm) and also thd
“punctuation mark in some of his poems.

The idea of poctry has certainly ¢l 1 in his writing. Conventional poctry is left at bay.
The poet liberaies language from the shz\c.:l::\' of traditions and customs and adds special effeets
to it. He is certais . the master of the presentation of love in postmodzrn time. He uses womarn &
body as a vehicle to render his state of feelings. His Muse touch-s + »ious parts of postmodern
life including, economic, social, religious and political. He becomes tii- poct of dark imagination

@ because the word “dark’ appears in his poems very frequently.

2 His peems from 1974 to 1994 show . rede of progression, new and darmu His poems
are certainly iif and bare. His earlier poems dea) with the theme of love and sex, ervtic,
explorations, deep & ¢ rust of religious taboos and inhibitions. the urge for openness and wildness,
an escape from socictal covenants and conventions, a distrust of re'i i rituals, revolt against

contemporary bureaucracy, and peiitical humbuggery.
His poetry : the postmedern vigneties:
His IFlight of Phoenix (1987-1989; co s untitled poems, the postmodern viziicites of

verse. In Memoii=. U'nmemoried (1986-1987) the poems have the same effect. Concreteness a-
specificity are added iire. Music Must Sound (1971-1985) is related with sex and sensuality. The
poems on his hometown of Banaras / Varanasi reveal filth and ugliz . and barren ritvalism and
moral dirt. His description of urbin Tandscape is concerned with postmodorn world with its horrid
conditions, such as, squalor, poverty, exploit:ion,

Your vacant ¢yes

Reveal this city:

; 3 Dim, absent-minded, humid
@« : - Orchestrating bronchial noiscs
; : By nights’ quakes in the face
Swash my deep peace..... ! Q«;\
(Memories Unmemoried )
These lins vividly reveal bleak and morose postmodern conditions. R.K.Singh is really
the mavluan oI words. He presents the contemporary picture of the soci-ty. His Muse shines with
ali its facets.
He has been writing puuly for more than thirty yczm His poeliy becomes the voice of
':l'pml 126 e ‘m-frustrated socto- umum' condiv o [tis alse the orotest and denoniceient. His i
| i, the existence i the cehenizable !?11 n( dvareness ‘md uu!‘wl»*r‘wn\\: of tgb‘,,
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(An Introductio:
Kamala Das stresses upon frustration wheve as there ooty of fulfillment of desiee i the
poems RoOK. Singh here ~ :
Love waves rise and fall \
Between our shores ol soul v
We drink cach other’s sea’

«sion in the poems of R K, Singh.
desert of postmodern conditions
agic age, The poet firmly puts
lies ol living,'

Subtle change of style is noticed in the mode ol expr
His sensuous poems prove to be the places of oasis amidst the
such as sense of defeat, an outcoime of an awareness of living inatr
L out the reaction the suffocation of 1 conscientious soul forced to live amidst the
12 K. Singh with other poets decline to find ‘substitute world'. He faces reali, . the vein

of surrcalist. In his poem, he writes,
dust of Alienness -
has thickened on my throat.......

<ﬁ my heart lucerates © ...

1 cough wordless Plaints
(Wordless Plaints)

Days come and go without bringing any satisfaction. Hence, life becomes unloving,
trapping everybody into its snare, and almost compels us to i in a perverse world, The absence
R.K.Singh tries to figure out the cause of this deplorable
. He holds the leaders responsible for the bleak condition of

calls them ‘blunderers’ who are “trapped by gains’ sopping the

of values worsens the situation.
postmodern socio-political condit:
the nation in the present time. He
encrgic: ¢ the country that could build up the nation. He writes.

They are not so much 1

schemers as blunderers . '

i blinded by politics i
of convenicuce. ... ‘
they are trapped by gains.......

: they mar the future
g’j} : and bury the nation &
¥ : ‘ (My Silence and (:!:cr Selected Poems)
R.K.Singh presents the broken socio-political conditions created by the selfish politicians i
" |

whom he calls, ‘Selling dreans and winning votes”. According to the poet the broken promises of
the potiticians push the nation into the quagmire of fear, uncertainties, hunger, i ployment,
ete. Socia! «onditions and politicians’ role is addressed by him. He chooses the social seeaw and
the common man as his subject. He expresses exact terms [oi “omplex feelings and abstract ideas
with felicity. His sensibility gets new tonc amongst the pocis of sixties and seventies. Most
~importantly he attends to the social realities like moral degradation. Henee he devotes a awmber
8 orw;;"n_ls as a commentary on the contenparary inferted socio-cultural, socio-politicebsetup.

l‘}x Singh's poetry 18 dcc‘:-"f rooted in ythmic Now of time, By oo cal the

e ”“C_m‘. s b St s rd et it Giaarehied

ot throueh. e
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like briel- caae
Itis personal

an extension

~ of myscllk

(Memaories Unmemoried)

i

: T ensibility of R. K, Singh is completely satiated in postmodern life with it ¢ nure of
fear, despair and emptiness. He hecomes very anxions to Lo e bntity and meaning The restless
lite of man is broughi forefront by the poct. The ephemersl - o human existence moves him
protoundly, The postmodern L i Lilled withlgn.cf and glooimn As aresult ol this the poet is
disgusted with people and himscil. ‘11 . postmodern condition atfects the poct’s sensibility which
is vent ! out in his Memaories Unmemoried. The pocet's conscience is also deeply /o' by the

Past mcinuii + The socio-cultural atmosphere is such that the poet's psyche is dic  hed in

negative thought. Besides, the postmedern condilions ! lowness. meaningicssitess  and
absurdity o' human life sharpens tie negativity of the poetin the 115,
j What is lif:
g like the suan tiniiy and dying

someone beginning and sorncone stopping
without presence being felt
without effect, steiking, ending
long rituals ot waste ?

(My Silence)
These lines remind us of the comcinporary postmodern socio-cultural cond.ion- that lead
human 1 towards nothingness. These are the conditions experienced by the men a0 © en in

our postmodern era. Days come and go without bringing any satisfaction. This is obvioasly the
curse of contemporary socio-cultural set up which itself beco...  void with positive veins created
by the magic of spirituality, faith and belief. The absence of spirituality resulted into a
! melancholic psyche which further feads towards sheer negative attitude towards life and
15 to be dispersed. The foliwing lines make clear this attitude,
Everything is falling apart .
- Every wall is cracking : (
[ too am breaking

everything scen

&

(My Silence)

‘Though the human life is eniizhed physically but the vibrancy of it is completely lost
Postinodern conditions push the man into the quagmire of nothingness. Artifictality it the new
cosmetic apy:iicd by everyman to hide his melancholic face, Music is no more food to lii, on the
contrary. Hle s starve! with Lack of it. The poet is profous !ty alfected by these conemporary
soctal conditions. His posunodern sensibility comes out into the i1 -5 of the same poein,

No oae sings i these days

songs don’t cotie s casily — ST L

life has lostnimsic

~

AR it

rieh life s

diseises and i ool saicides T

et ene s o v
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Tl oo sun says
how alone one is
: sinking in glory
% (My Silene

('m\clusinn :
The above explanaiion hrings to our notice thi
The contemporary socto-p
in the galaxy of [ndian
and mora! ducliie. R.K.Singh has exposed
1y nature of the world. He has used
has revealed that
=5 out in the form
*-en promises of
ry has

| R.K.Singh chooses the social scenes and

olitical scencs gl - ome out from his
aitended to the

e common man as his subjects.
English Poetry Wi
ocial evils with

v . He proves to be the earlier poct
social realities like loss of spirituality
the technique of crotic metaphors. He has realized the < et
satire to whip social evits and social repugnance. The study of Singh's poetry
the postmodern conditions have created iriner turmoil in him. The turimoil €227
«f burning verse. His poetry has reflected the world which 1 deceived by the !

P ovians. The politicians are described as selling dreams for winning votcs. His poet
n sensibility as ¢ tooas 708 and 80s. The present paper has

reflected the traits of postmoder
ideas about love, S€X,

revealed that R.K.Singh’s poetry i
oal-culture and futile

social, religious and political issue
anxietics of the

als. He has taken solace i physica

icty of moods and
the contemporary ¢
vides him relief from the

s compact with vas
s. He has criticized
ritu | union which pro
i ‘modern world.

The study of R.K.Singh's poetr
images and symbols 10 him through which he shov Iiis
poverty. cxploituliun and pollution. The study has also reve
poet concerned about man’s cxistence and identity. He ha
society on Indian culture. He has explored innovative meaning O
¢oiipmporary postmodern sensibility effectively.

Nature becomes a conslant source of

concern about social issues such as
aled that his poetry
8 brdugh( out the im
f nature, His poetty

y has revealed that

poses him as a
pact of plural
has reflected

poetry, ed Vilas Sarang Disha Books 1993

ms, Bareilly
try Time Publication, 10SS
Distributors, New

References : :
« Das Kamala, ‘An Inteoduct
. R K. Singh, My Silence 4n¢
. R.K.Singh Memories Unme
K. Studies in Liter

jon’ Indian English

| ather selected Poc

moried, Behramprs Poe

»  Ray Mohit ary Criticisni, Atlantic Publishers and
Dethi,2002 :

«  Sharma, Ram Vis
Jaipur. India, 2015

lian English Literature, Yking Books,

hiot Shivani. Globulization and e

Vol Spureess
Littp: [www.poe

lr)"m'm'nzui(mul.urg.

(% Scanned with OKEN Scanner




